Texts and Human Experiences

[bookmark: _GoBack]ANALYSING A RELATED TEXT  (for the multimodal task)
After reading/viewing your text (at least twice) fill out the following in detail:
Title:                                                                                              Form:
Context: (what significant historical/personal/cultural/social  trends or events led to the creation of the text and link to its purpose?)

Purpose:  (e.g. to celebrate? condemn? critique? warn? caution? expose?)

What collective human experiences are explored in the text? E.g. society, culture, traditions, attitudes and beliefs, history, language, geography, politics war, civil war, revolution, rebellion, invasion, oppression (social, political, ideological, cultural, religious, scientific etc) , liberation, natural disasters, justice/injustice, conflict etc.

What individual human experiences are explored in the text? Qualities:. courage, cowardice, tenacity, valiance, betrayal, regret, submissiveness, rebellion , idealism, ambition, etc.), emotions or reactions (momentary or long term): love, hate, anger, joy, fear disgust, pleasure, uncertainty, sadness, trust, grief, anticipation , milestones e.g birth, childhood, adulthood, attraction or opposition to a person, idea, group or cause, political system, extreme events, incarceration,  freedom, suppression, conformity, rebellion innocence  guilt, justice etc) and their impact e.g. self growth, understanding, loss, disillusionment, revelation, insight, inspiration?

What dualities of human experience (the good and bad of human experience) are explored in the text? courage and cowardice, rebellion and submission, compassion, coldness and cruelty, hope and hopelessness, animation and anesthetization, personal and political, purpose and purposelessness, oppression and opportunity, oppressor and oppressed, optimism and pessimism, certainty and uncertainty, clarity and ambiguity  etc

What ‘big’ ideas about human experience are examined? What insights into the anomalies, paradoxes and inconsistencies in human behaviour and motivations does the text offer? 


What is the message on each key idea conveyed to the audience?

How does the text use forms, features and structures to convey this message? E.g form, setting, characterisation, symbolism, narrative viewpoint etc.



What deliberate choices are used to position the audience to respond to the text in a particular way?  E.g. selection, emphasis, omission, foregrounding, privileging, highlighting etc.



How does the text invite you to see the world differently, to challenge assumptions, ignite new ideas or reflect personally?



How does the text highlight the role of storytelling throughout time to express and reflect particular lives and cultures?

______________________________________________________________________
PREPARING YOUR MULTIMODAL TASK  Now you are ready to think about the task itself…………….

Revisit the criteria (several times):
You will be assessed on your ability to:
· analyse the representation of human experiences in your chosen text

(Your argument is key to this presentation – it provides the platform for your analysis. A sophisticated argument that is clear is generally a hallmark of ‘A’ range responses. Also, think carefully about how your argument should progress.)

· investigate how a composer’s use of textual structures, language and stylistic features are crafted for particular purposes, audiences and effects

(Look for the ‘big’ techniques first, irony, recurring motifs, narrative perspective, focalisation, narrative structure, setting, generic features, characterisation. Please avoid starting too many sentences with techniques, they should generally sit behind your argument.)

· effectively combine the oral and visual elements of your presentation
(e.g. Make sure the visual/oral elements are synched, don’t use too much written text or fussy visual text in powerpoints which will distract from what you are saying; don’t include long movie clips (pretty well anything more than 10 seconds is a waste of time)









Other hints for your multimodal
1. Choose a worthy (i.e. significant)/ critically acclaimed/even canonical text- ‘superficial/shallow’ texts do not give you much to work with. 
2. Keep thinking – KEEP THINKING – until you are confused – and then KEEP THINKING until you have clarity.
3. Double check the rubric and the answering of the question.
4. Structure your material like an essay - develop your argument logically and clearly (not just a series of points – ie point 1, point 2, bring these together in point 3:  e.g.  from Year11: The despair of the other 2. Hope for the other 3. The result for society)
5. Remember context is essential- it drives the purpose and the representational choices of the composer
6. Succinctly orientate your audience to your MM text by giving them a brief precis of the text type/ context/ purpose/ relevance to human experiences (e.g combine the introduction of the storyline with main ideas, or at the very least, make sure that you are not spending too much time introducing the plot of your text).
7. Remember relevance is the key. Weak responses rely on recount. Stronger responses judiciously use textual evidence (including structure and techniques) to support their argument.
8. Every word/image should be there for a reason- i.e. to further your purpose.  
9. Know your material- show your conviction- if you are not convinced your audience will not be either. Particularly if you present a recorded version, make sure your voice has energy and personality so it is engaging.

